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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION MAILED OCTOBER 4, 2002 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Official Action mailed October 4, 2002, Applicant respectfully requests 
reconsideration of the above-identified application in view of the following amendments and 
remarks. 

IN THE CLAIMS 


1 . A spindle motor for use in a disk drive comprising a shaft supporting a thrust plate at one end 
thereof, a sleeve surrounding the shaft, and rotatable relative to the shaft and supporting a hub on the 
outer surface thereof, the sleeve having a surface adjacent the thrust plate and cooperating with the 
shaft to define a journal bearing and with the thrust plate to define a first fluid dynamic thrust 
bearing, a counterplate welded to an upraised axial shoulder of the sleeve and having a surface 
located adjacent a surface of the thrust plate to define at least a second fluid dynamic thrust bearing, 
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